Il8               THE   INDIAN    HERITAGE

middle classes is, therefore, always a signal for the dis-
integration of the old social order.

The influence of the West has also in other ways accelerat-
ed the process of social change in India. The results have
been at times paradoxical. The European social system
with its divergence from Indian modes shook people's
faith in the inevitability of any particular system. Repeated
incursions of new races into India have compelled continual
adjustments from the earliest times. The adaptive tenden-
cies were however opposed by conservative forces. Threaten-
ed by war and at times alien forces, society grew a crust of
orthodoxy as a measure of defence. The demands of a
changed situation were opposed by a blind adherence to the
past. Social progress and social inertia often worked at
cross purposes. The lack of adequate communications
weighted the scale in favour of conservatism, but with the
improvement in the means of intercourse, the tendency
towards change and progress was accelerated. This helped
not only in the circulation of goods, but also in that of ideas.
Towns were brought nearer the villages. Urban areas are
always centres of nonconformity, scepticism and experiment.
Villages are comparatively placid, credulous and orthodox.
The impact of the towns on the villages has shaken the
complacence of traditional modes of life.